
Maureen O'Brien is the CEO of the Global Women’s 

Leadership Forum®. Her first post college job was 

selling building products to contractors in the 

Chicago area, not very typical for a woman. People 

were intrigued to learn the story of this engaging 

woman and her choice to play with the "big boys" in 

a non-traditional field. After the birth of her first 

child, a son, O’Brien launched her own exterior 

remodeling company, O’Brien & Son, Inc. That 

business is in its 27
th

 year.  

Requests came from businesses and organizations 

asking her to share her story. With those requests 

came the birth of Maureen O’Brien SPEAKS 

(www.maureenobrienspeaks.com). Armed with her degree in education and the equivalent of a 

"doctorate" in hard knocks and life experience, Maureen is a sought after business speaker, 

considered to be an expert in Sales and Negotiation Skills, Leadership Development, Strategy, 

and Personal Branding. She is the author of two books, “Oneness. Wellness. Wholeness. Four 

Ways to TakecaraU®, and “Get Your Big Girl Pants On and SELL SOMETHING—A 

Handbook for Women (and Really Progressive Men) In Sales!” She has been honored as “One of 

the Most Influential Women in IL” by the Chicago Business Ledger and the National 

Association of Women Business Owners, as the “Humanitarian of the Year” by the National 

Speakers Association of IL, and as “One of the Most Powerful and Influential Women in IL” by 

the National Diversity Council. O’Brien is also Past President of the National Speakers 

Association-IL Chapter. 

In 2009, O’Brien launched the Global Women’s Leadership Forum® (www.globalwlf.com), a 

WBENC Certified Organization, focused on women’s business resource groups and leadership 

development, helping women to develop and demonstrate their full potential within Fortune 500 

Companies. The Global Women’s Leadership Forum® encourages leaders to stand up, stand out, 

and create real change within their organizations. 

O’Brien resides in Batavia, IL, with Dan, her husband of 30 years. She has one child that has 

graduated college and is encouraging the three that are still in college to get out soon! 
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