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The mission of the Illinois Commission on Diversity and Human
Relations (ICDHR) is to create successful human relations
models across gender, racial and cultural lines. The ICDHR
works with business, religious, government and community
groups to advance a better understanding of our similarities
and to foster a sense of togetherness.

JOHN T. PIERCE AND TONI L. CARTER OF
MOTOROLA
SOLUTIONS NAMED CO-CHAIRS
OF THE 45TH ANNUAL DR. MARTIN LUTHER
KING, JR. REMEMBRANCE AND
CELEBRATION DINNER

With the support of Motorola Solutions
and the Illinois Commission on Diversity
and Human Relations (ICDHR),
Nicholas L. Tarleton entered the
University of Illinois to study Food
Science and Human Nutrition. Nicholas
is a graduate of the Proviso Mathematics
and Science Academy in Forest Park,
Illinois. Nicholas was inspired to study
Food Science by his grandmother who
suffered from diabetes. He was also
inspired by the fact that diabetes, strokes
and hyperglycemia has had an impact on
his family. As he helped to care for his
grandmother, he discovered that he
wanted to engage in research to help find
cures for these deadly illnesses. As a high
school student, he participated in the
Research Apprentice Program where he
assisted the PepsiCo Corporation create a
healthier granola bar.

John T. Pierce
Dinner Co-Chair

Toni L. Coleman Carter
Dinner Co-Chair

In a press conference held at the Hilton Chicago, Clyde Brooks,
ICDHR Board Chairman announced John T. Pierce, Senior
Director of Talent & Performance Development and Toni L.
Coleman Carter, Human Resources Consultant for Motorola
Solutions, Inc. (MSI) were selected by the ICDHR Board of
Directors to Chair the 45th Annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Dinner.
(continued on page 2)
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(continued from page 1)
As a member of MSI’s Executive HR Team, Pierce is responsible
for directing the global Talent Assessment, Succession Planning,
Performance Management, Employee Engagement, Talent
Acquisition and Inclusion & Diversity functions. In 2009, as a
strong advocate for inclusion, John was selected as the "Strategic
Business Partner of the Year" by the former Office of Inclusion and
Diversity Vice-President. Prior to joining Motorola Solutions, John
worked as an International Consultant at William M. Mercer Inc.,
providing global compensation and benefits consulting solutions to
Mercer's multi-national customer base, including over 20 of the top
Fortune 100 companies.
Carter provides strategic guidance for change efforts related to
increasing organizational capacity, which leverages the value and
contribution of MSI’s globally diverse workforce. Her culture work
also helps to foster an inclusive environment, which help nurture
innovative ideas, ensures employees are willing to take risks, and
proactively leverages multiple dimensions of diversity. Prior to
joining Motorola Solutions, Toni was in the pharmaceutical and
food service industries. She has worked in corporate American for
20 years and is the former Deputy Mayor for the Village of
Hanover Park, Illinois. In 2010, Who's Who in Black Chicago
named her one of the most influential blacks in Government.

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
COLLEGE BOUND “STEM”
SCHOLARSHIP
AWARDED TO NICHOLAS L.
TARLETON
(continued from page 1)

He also assisted in a seven week research
study on genes and childhood obesity.
As a student of the Academy, Nicholas
conducted research on fruits and
vegetables consumption at the Loyola
University of Medicine. He served as a
mentor for fellow students in core
subjects such as Algebra, Physics,
Chemistry, Geometry and Calculus.
Both Motorola Solutions and ICDHR are
deeply committed to encouraging more
of our youth to seek excellence in
studying science technology, research,
engineering and math (STEM) academic
programs.
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SEARS HOLDINGS AND SHERRY NOLAN-SCHULTZ
TO BE HONORED

ICDHR CONTINUES TO PROMOTE
FINANCIAL LITERACY

Vice President of Talent Acquisitions and Chief Diversity Officer
Sears Holding Company
Honoree - Excellence in Leadership for Military Inclusion
In the Workforce
The Sears Holding Company has long been in the vanguard of
promoting workforce inclusion not only within the company but in
communities where they serve. As such, the company and Sherry
Nolan-Schultz, Vice President of Talent Acquisition and Chief
Diversity Officer will be honored at the 13th Annual Dr. King Dinner at
the Stonegate Conference and Banquet Center on Friday, January 18,
2013. Sherry has been instrumental in the "Heroes at Home" program
that is supporting United States troops by providing jobs and other
support systems needed to assure that the men and women who have
served our Country have a job when they return home. ICDHR is proud
to present the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Excellence in Leadership
Honor to the Sears Holding Company and Sherry Nolan-Schultz for
their commitment to promoting employment inclusion for members of
the military. The honor will be presented to her at the 13th Annual Dr.
King Celebration on Friday, January 18, 2013 at the Stonegate
Conference and Banquet Center in Hoffman Estates, Illinois.

Far too many of our citizens lack
basic knowledge regarding the
maintenance of a check
book, the importance of savings,
money management and
investments needed to insure
that funds are available when
needed to provide education for
their children later in life.
To date, more than 700 youth and
their parents have received such
training. More than 500 will
receive financial literacy training
in 2013.
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ICDHR REVIEWS 2012 ACHIEVEMENTS

During the first three quarters of 2012, ICDHR launched a number
of achievements. With the support of the business community,
15 academic scholarships were awarded for deserving high school
seniors to the University of Illinois. This initiative provided more
than $150,000 in scholarship support.

I have no greater task before me greater
than the task of equalizing the cost of
education for women in this world,
and I have elected to partner with the
Illinois Commission for Diversity and
Human Relations (ICDHR) to achieve
this goal. The decision was not entered
into with frivolity and unrequited
fanaticism; this decision was based on
the principles, the history, and the
commitment to by the ICDHR to provide
exemplary services to the community.
For the past four years I have sat in the
audience of the Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. Remembrance Dinner
mesmerized by the sense of responsibility
each honoree has demonstrated towards
the effort of eradicating
financial and social barriers which
impeded the academic performance and
life opportunities for the disadvantaged
(continued on page 5)

A major women’s initiative will begin, that will provide women an
expanded voice and addressing issues such as; education,
employment (particularly women in academic and construction
environment), health and wellness, and entrepreneurship. A key
area to be addressed by the project is the absence of pay equity for
women. This initiative will be led by Michero B. Washington,
President and Donna Murray, ICDHR Intern and Graduate Student
DePaul University (see opposite article on this page).
The Juvenile Justice Project has been implemented to address the
growing violence and crime in our community. The purpose of the
project is to encourage youth, families, community and law
enforcement to work together to create positive change and to
reduce the number of juveniles entering the penal system. During
2011, 107 youths between the ages of 6 and 19 were killed in the
city of Chicago.
The ICDHR is excited to launch its financial literacy program in
2013. With the success of the program on the west side of Chicago,
we look forward to expanding the service to other communities in
Chicago and throughout the State of Illinois.
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JILL BLANCHARD, MAUREEN O’BRIEN,
STEVE PEMBERTON, TYRONNE STOUDEMIRE
AND ROBERT
RENTERIA NAMED HONOREES
TH
OF THE 45 ANNUAL DR. MARTIN LUTHER
KING, JR. REMEMBRANCE AND
CELEBRATION DINNER
The ICDHR Board of Directors has announced that they will be
honoring the following individuals at the upcoming 45 th Annual
Martin Luther King, Jr. Remembrance and Celebration Dinner to
be held on Saturday, January 26, 2013 for their efforts to advance
diversity in business (continued on page 6):
Jill Blanchard
Senior Vice President of Marketing,
Business Development and Client
Services
HAVI Global Solutions USA
Honoree - Excellence in Leadership in
Promoting Women in the Marketplace
(bio)

Maureen O’Brien
Chief Executive Officer
Global Leadership Women’s Forum
Honoree - Excellence in Leadership in
Women Owned Leadership
(bio)

ICDHR’S FIRST INTERN
DONNA MURRAY
TO ASSIST IN THE COORDINATION OF
“THE WOMEN’S INSTITUTE:
MENTORING ASSISTANCE PROVISION
ALLIANCE [MAPA]”
(continued from page 4)

and the disenfranchised citizens in
Illinois. I have been awed by the
reverence for the Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. dream demonstrated through
commitment by the honorees each year.
And lastly, it enthralled and empowered
that the Commission’s leadership Rev.
Clyde Brooks and Ms. Michero
Washington understand the relativity of
the interconnectedness of the embedded
systems which were perpetuating the poor
academic performance in so many
communities. The ICDHR gets it. They
possess the three “R”—reverence,
relativity and responsibility, which I feel
are necessary the transform the state of
education in the community. I will be
working with the ICDHR to implement
“The Women’s Institute—Mentoring
Assistance Provisional Alliance
[MAPA]” and in partnership with the
community. Together we will change the
current state of education together. For
more than four hundred years the current
education system has created a social
economic academic conundrum which
has created an inequitable experience for
women in the higher education area. Our
first task is to equalize the cost of higher
education for women and to eradicate the
barriers for future generations.
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JILL BLANCHARD, MAUREEN O’BRIEN, STEVE
PEMBERTON, TYRONNE STOUDEMIRE AND
ROBERT
RENTERIA NAMED HONOREES OF THE
45TH ANNUAL DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
REMEMBRANCE AND CELEBRATION DINNER
(continued from page 5)
Steve Pemberton
Division Vice President
Walgreens
Honoree - Excellence in Leadership
Diversity Inclusiveness in the Marketplace
(bio)
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HELP SEND A STUDENT TO
COLLEGE BY PURCHASING AD
SPACE FOR THE 45TH ANNUAL
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
REMEMBRANCE AND
CELEBRATION

Your ad will be distributed to over
10,000 members, guests,
organizational leaders and
business owners. This is a great
opportunity to promote your
organization, products or services.

Tyronne Stoudemire
Chief Diversity and Human Relations Officer
Aon Hewitt
Honoree - Excellence in Leadership
Global Workforce Unity
(bio)

Robert Renteria
Author/Philanthropist
Barrio Foundation
Honoree
(bio)

By placing an ad, you will also
help us send students to
college and support our Financial
Literacy Programs.
Full Page Ad: $1,500
Size: 6” x 7.5” High
1/2 Page Ad: $750
Size: 6”x3” or 3” x 4”
1/4 Page Ad: $375
Size: 3”x3” or 3” x 4”
Business Card Size $50
Download our AdSpace flyer for
additional purchasing details.
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ILLINOIS GOVERNOR PAT QUINN TO
SERVE AS HONORARY DINNER-CO
CHAIR FOR THE 45TH ANNUAL DR.
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
REMEMBRANCE
AND CELEBRATION DINNER
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DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. SPEECHES
REVISITED
(excerpts only)

As we prepare to celebrate Dr. King's 84th birthday on January 26,
2013, the ICDHR would like to share excerpts from some of Dr.
King's famous speeches:
Governor Quinn will join ICDHR and
more than one thousand business,
religious, government and community
leaders in celebrating the birthday of Dr.
King and remembering his contributions
to the nation and the world.
Dr. King would have turned 84 years of
age on January 13, 2013.
This is the fourth year that the Governor
has served in this capacity.
We thank the Governor for his continued
support of this event.

"So even though we face the difficulties of today and tomorrow, I
still have a dream. I still have a dream. I have a dream that one day
this nation will rise up and live out the true meaning of its creed,
that all men are created equal. I have a dream that one day even in
the State of Mississippi, a state sweltering with the heat of
oppression will be transformed into an oasis of freedom and
justice.
I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a
nation where they will not be judged by the color of their skin but
by the content of their character. I have a dream today.” (1963)
"So let freedom ring from the prodigious hilltops of New
Hampshire, let freedom ring from the mighty mountains of New
York, let freedom ring from the heightening Alleghenies of

(continued on page 8)

(continued on page 2)
ILLINOIS COMMISSION ON DIVERSITY
AND HUMAN RELATIONS
P.O. Box 707
Bolingbrook, IL 60440
630.771.1707 office • 630.771.1708 fax
Email: info@icdhr.org
Website: http://www.icdhr.org

OCTOBER 2012 – MARCH 2013

ICDHR NEWSLETTER

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. SPEECHES
REVISITED
(excerpts only)
(continued from page 7)

PAGE 8

RELIGIOUS FREEDOM PROTECTION
AND CIVIL UNION ACT

In a Notice of Compliance from the
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company,
citizens have been informed that The
Illinois Department of Insurance has
asked insurance companies to inform
Illinois citizens about the Religious
Freedom Protection and Civil Union Act.
Pennsylvania, let freedom ring. But not only that; let freedom ring
from Stone Mountain of Georgia. Let freedom ring from every hill
and molehill of Mississippi. And when this happens, when we let it
ring, we will speed that day when all of God's children, black men
and white men, Jews and Gentiles, Protestants and Catholics, will
be able to join hands and sing in the words of the old Negro
Spiritual, free at last, free at last, Thank God Almighty, we are free
at last.” (1963)
"Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that. Hat
cannot drive out hate; only love can do that. Hate multiplies hate,
violence multiplies violence and toughness multiplies toughness."
(1963)

The law, which became effective June 1,
2011, creates a legal relationship between
two persons of the same or opposite sex
who form a civil union.
The law provides that parties to a civil
union are entitled to the same legal
obligations, responsibilities, protections
and benefits that are afforded or
recognized by the laws of Illinois, to
spouses. On any insurance policy that
provide coverage for children, the
children of civil unions will be provided
coverage.

"If a man hasn't discovered something that he will die for, he isn't
fit to live." (1963)
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PITTSBURGH PENNSYLVANIA HEALTH
EXECUTIVE TO SPEAK AT 45 TH ANNUAL MARTIN
LUTHER KING, JR. REMEMBRANCE AND
CELEBRATION
ATTORNEY AND ACTIVIST KAY
HOOGLAND TO BE HONORED AT
13TH ANNUAL MARTIN LUTHER
KING, JR. REMEMBRANCE AND
CELEBRATION (NORTHWEST)

Keynote Speaker
Candi Castleberry-Singleton
The internationally renowned healthcare Executive, Candi CastleberrySingleton, Chief Inclusion and Diversity Office at the University of
Pittsburgh Medical Center (UPMC) will serve as the Keynote Speaker
for the 45th Annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Remembrance and
Celebration Dinner. The UPMC is a $10 billion, 20 hospital global
health system and health plan. She is responsible for developing
UPMC'S inclusion strategy, including its Dignity and Respect
Campaign and Cultural Competency Initiative, as well for overseeing
progress toward system-wide goals involving 55,000 employees.
As an experienced strategist, Candi created The Integrated Inclusion
Model, a systems integration model that helps companies transition
from compliance-driven processes led by human resources, to
integrated activities that shift the responsibility for achieving
an inclusive culture to every employee. She is a former Executive at
Motorola Solutions, Inc., and at Sun Microsystems. She has been
named Top Woman of Substance in Healthcare by Heart and Soul
Magazine, and recently name one of the 2012 Top 100 influential
Blacks in Corporate America by Savoy Magazine.

Attorney and activist Kay
Hoogland will be honored by the
ICDHR at the 13th Annual Martin
Luther King, Jr. Remembrance
and Celebration in Hoffman
Estates Illinois on Friday, January
18, 2013. Kay Hoogland, who is a
partner at the law firm of Seyfarth
Shaw also was a former Vice
President, Labor Law and
Diversity at Motorola
Incorporated. She cites that giving
back by providing pro bono legal
services for a variety of
organizations, small businesses
and individuals is one of the most
enjoyable passions of her job.
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ICDHR TO HONOR LEADING
CORPORATIONS AND EXECUTIVES FOR
EXTRAORDINARY ACHIEVEMENT IN
PROMOTING DIVERSITY

THE BRIGHTEST OF THE BRIGHT RECEIVE
ICDHR/DR. KING SCHOLARSHIPS

On Saturday, January 26, 2013, the
Illinois Commission on Diversity and
Human Relations (ICDHR) will hold the
45th Annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Remembrance and Celebration Dinner at
the Chicago Hilton Hotel in Chicago,
Illinois. This annual event provides
business, religious, education, labor and
community leaders an opportunity to join
together to remember the contributions of
the late Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and
celebrate his birthday. Had he lived, Dr.
King would have turned 84 years
of age on January 15, 2013.

With the support of a number of businesses, ICDHR provided
scholarship support for twenty high school seniors to enter schools
of higher learning. Each of these students deserves praise and
encouragement for their determination to achieve. The following
seven scholarship awardees earned a GPA score of 4.0 and entered
the University of Illinois:

Dr. King had great expectations of the
business community. During his Civil
Rights leadership, many American
businesses supported the drive to end this
country's history of discrimination and
racism. Dr. King's dream included
diversity inclusion and the necessity for
such inclusion if America is to be
truly a country of freedom.

Hanh Huynh

Seeking Career in:
_______________
Medicine

Terrance Rogers

Physicist

Elijah Okpogie

Pharmacist

Morgan White *

Science

Jeremy Kellum

Anesthesiologist

Noe Gil *

Engineering

Demetrius Stevens *

Physician

Myles Francis

Law

He also believed that in order for citizens
to truly take advantage of the promises of
democracy, they must be included
in the economic fabric of this nation.
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TEACHING YOUNG PEOPLE ABOUT PREJUDICE

1) Encourage young people to feel good about themselves. They
will be less likely to be prejudice. Help them to identify good
qualities in other people.

PAGE 11

”LET’S LEARN TO GET ALONG”

8) Help young people to understand how they should respond to
cases of discrimination, racial profiling and racism.

Rodney King, the man who experienced a
major beating by L.A. Police, a number
of years ago, uttered these words and
instantly became a hero. These are words
that we should never forget. As we ponder
these famous words, we must examine life
around us. Our churches continue to be
divided. There are far too few multiracial
congregations and a serious difference
between what whites and blacks feel about
racial progress. It is reported that
segregated schools are returning despite
efforts to change this historical problem.
Crime in black communities is forcing
middle class blacks to vacate their
communities, leaving these communities to
decay even more. However, despite these
facts, we must become more determined to
make a difference during the few minutes
of our lives, for life is but a minute in time.

9) Help young people to understand the importance of speaking out
when they witness cases of prejudice.

Let's work harder across racial and cultural
lines to get along in peace and harmony.

2) Help young people to become respectful of others.
3) Serve as a model for youth and others to follow.
4) Let youth know that discrimination, racism and prejudice are
un-American.
5) Help youth understand and recognize that differences in people,
who are different make valuable contributions to society.
6) Assist young people with identifying cases of discrimination,
racism and stereotyping.
7) Help young people understand what racial profiling is and what
it does to a community.
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ICDHR ISSUES PROCLAMATION IN REMEMBRANCE
OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
As people across the world begin to celebrate the 84th birthday of the late Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr., the Illinois Commission on Diversity and Human
Relations (ICDHR) has proclaimed the week of January 15, 2013 as "Let's Get
Along Week."

THE GROWING ALZHEIMER’S
DISEASE CHALLENGE

During this week, ICDHR will request church leaders, municipal
officials and community organizations to join in teaching about the life and
contributions of Dr. King.
The ICDHR Board is also requesting that these organizations adopt a
resolution similar to the following resolution adopted by ICDHR:
PROCLAMATION
Whereas Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was born in Atlanta, Georgia and
attended Morehouse University and became a renowned Minister of the
Gospel of Jesus The Christ, and
Whereas Dr. King was a respected by millions across the world and promoted
the practice of nonviolence and received the Noble Peace Prize, and
Whereas, Dr. King fought for the rights of all people, especially the poor and
was a worldwide leader for peace, and
Whereas, Dr. King was a model for religious leaders to follow.
Now, therefore, the Board of Directors of the Illinois Commission on
Diversity and Human Relations do hereby proclaim the month of January,
2013 as a month in recognition of the contributions made by the late Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr.
IN WITNESS BY, THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE ILLINOIS
COMMISSIONON DIVERSITY AND HUMAN RELATIONS ON THIS
FIRST DAY OF JANUARY, 2013.

People are suffering due to a
number of illnesses. However,
Alzheimer's has affected
thousands of families across this
nation. This disease which affects
all people regardless of race,
culture and age, is the sixthleading cause of death in the
United States today.
We all as people of good will
must unite together to help end
this epidemic. Please
become involved in one of the
Alzheimer's organizations in your
community.
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